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Advent is a season for looking forward

Rector’s Notes

In Advent not only are we looking forward and preparing for our
celebration of Christmas, we also look forward to Jesus’ second
coming when he will bring a new heaven and a new earth. This year
we are so grateful that we are able to look forward to being together
for worship around our churches. Although still restricted in some
ways because of the impact of the Coronavirus we still hope to be
able to have Carol and Christmas services in our churches, albeit on a
slightly reduced scale.
In this booklet we will share many of the plans for the next four weeks; and also a little
daily reading guide to help us in our preparation for Christmas. We also are including
some information on how over the past term we have begun to get going again, with
reports on the various things that have been happening around our congregations.
Blessings,

Advent Collect
Almighty God,
Give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,
and put upon us the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which thy Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty
to judge both the quick and the dead,
we may rise the life immortal;
through him who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. Amen.

Remember to check the events list for other Advent and Christmas Events
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A Note from Captain Gary

Over the year or so I’ve enjoyed being part of the LAMP Team and group of parishes. It’s
been good to see how God is at work within the life of each congregation. However,
during the course of this year I sensed it was the right time for me to retire from ministry.
As I look back over the last year and the 40 years of my whole ministry I am so thankful
to God for the ways in which he has guided and provided for Angela and I. We have been
privileged to share with God’s people in Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland as well
as parts of England as well. It’s been an adventure in many ways and with some surprises
and challenges too! I would also like to say thank you to everyone for their warmth, and
for the opportunity to share in the life and worship of the churches. In particular, I
particularly those in Ballee and Hollymount where I have been more regularly involved.
As I prepare to retire I must admit I am a little apprehensive about it. But then I’ve never
retired before! One thing I do know is that God is always faithful to his promises and so I
can continue to trust in him. “For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your
faithfulness reaches to the skies.” (Psalm 57:10 NIV)

Pepper Johns

Although COVID restrictions have meant the space in Pepper Johns has been used a little
less, its ministry continues. Our ladies group resumed this term and we’d love to
welcome you between 10.30am and 12.30pm each Wednesday morning for coffee and
chat. We hope and pray that our Men’s Shed Project will get underway soon, and the
centre does continue to be used by smaller groups and for 1-2-1 crisis services.

Introducing Lynda

I introduce myself as Lynda Quinn, married to John for 38yrs and we live
as a family in Kilkeel. We have been Blessed with 3 grown up children with
the latest addition being Cora our 6 month old active pup.

Since joining the Lamp team in July I have met many of you in the various
parish churches and also within your homes safely. I so enjoyed the pop
up kids events on those beautiful summer evenings, Seaforde Parish
Picnic, Ladies’ Coffee Morning and numerous Harvests.
May I thank all the various wardens for their encouragement, practical help and prayer.
Google maps has been a great resource as an aid to locate some of your homes!!. As a
community I would value your ongoing prayers as a team we enter the Advent/Christmas
Season when a Ladies Night, Nativity Trail and various Carol Events are in the Calendar.
God has been so faithful and it is such an encouragement to know him as “Immanuel –
God with us” each day. Never hesitate to contact if you require prayer, a listening ear or
home visit. Lynda 07784272387

Youth Ministry

We were delighted that, at the end of September this year, our Youth Fellowship was able
to resume in person meetings. Many of our Young people had been admirably committed
to our virtual Confirmation Preparation in the previous academic year, and 15 regulars
have been joining us most Sunday evenings for food, fun and fellowship. This term also
included a trip to the Fountain Foodbank where the young people had a presentation on
the work of the Foodbank and also helped to sort some donations and prepare a food
parcel. Youth Fellowship meets most Sunday nights from 7.30-9pm in Down Parish Halls.
Please contact Rev Adrian for more information: 07789289724

Sunday School

During the time of increased restrictions on in-person gatherings this year it was a joy to
meet with our families with children via Zoom early on Sunday mornings. We met online
as a Junior Church from the end of February to the end of August, and were so thankful
for this opportunity to journey with God together from our homes during this time.
As restrictions eased for the autumn we were able to reopen our Sunday Schools in Bright,
Hollymount and Saul, and to begin a new Sunday School for the parishes of Ballyculter
and Kilclief. We so much appreciate the support and commitment of volunteers and
parents who are helping with our Sunday Schools.
Speaking for the Sunday Schools in Saul and Ballyculter, we have had some beautiful
autumn days and have enjoyed being outdoors as part of our time together. Our Sunday
School time is linked with church services and includes activities which help us to take
part in our times of worship with the rest of the church family.
I know that all of our Sunday Schools have appreciated the opportunities we have had
this term to be together again in person. Our prayers are with our families as challenges
continue in school and family life. Often, our children remind us of what is most
important and can lead us in the right way. A huge thank you to them for the gifts they
bring to us.
… and a little child shall lead them. Isaiah 11:6

Killough Outreach
We are so glad that we have been able to start our kids’
and youth programmes up again in Killough. We
relaunched the kids’ and youth club during the first week
of October and they both have been going well so far. It
has been amazing to see the kids and youth again face to
face after a long 18 months off. There are about 30 – 35
children attending kids club every week and about 15
young people attending youth club.
On the 30th September we launched a Parents and Tots group which is for all children up
to primary school age with their parents, grandparents or carers. We run every Thursday
morning from 10.30 to 12pm. A special thanks to those who have donated toys which
have been greatly appreciated.
We are excited for our annual Family Christmas Carol Service on Wednesday
22nd December in St Anne’s Parish at 6.30pm. This is a great opportunity for us to gather
the children and their families who we work with throughout the year to celebrate the
true meaning of Christmas and remember the importance of Jesus entering this world as
a baby.

pilgrim ADVENT

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them.
Luke 24:15
To be a pilgrim is to go on a journey, and the Pilgrim Bible Study is a little like being on a
walk, and being joined by others on certain points on the way, and knowing the presence
of another with us as the Emmaus disciples did.
We read the Bible together on a Sunday morning and then we go out on our respective
journeys, but on a Wednesday evening we meet one another on the way. We can open
up aspects which we don’t have time to consider on Sundays. It has been a blessing to
have those who are able to meet every week, and also those who may only be able to
join occasionally. There is no pressure to share with the group. There is room for
conversation, listening and silence.
Having met previously in Saul hall, we moved during the time of Covid restrictions to an
online gathering from our homes, and continue to meet via Zoom on Wednesdays at
7.30pm. To register, please contact Revd Julie.
‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ Luke 24:29
During Advent we will be looking at the Sunday readings in the Gospel of Luke, and will
continue with the lectionary to read Luke’s Gospel next year.

1 December
8 December
15 December
22 December

Luke 21: 25-36
Luke 3: 1-6
Luke 3: 7-18
Luke 1: 39-45

Staff Team Contacts

Dean Henry Hull:
02844613101
Captain Gary Roberts: 07777643231
Revd Adrian Dorrian: 02844328567
Revd Graham Savidge: 02844842308
Revd Julie Bell:
07973840628
Lynda Quinn:
07784272387
Alison Carson (Pepper Johns) 07791720080

Cathedral Open Morning
Join us on Saturday 4th December
any time between 10.30am and 1pm.
Carols, coffee and mince pies.
Browse the shop with special Christmas stock.
Free tours are also available on request.

Ladies’ Ministry

On joining the Lamp Team in July it has been a huge privilege to meet many new faces
around the various Parishes. Moving forward after such a period due to covid it was
marvellous to join the “Together Again” Coffee Morning on 23rd October in Down Parish
Hall . Thank you to Gerry, Linda, Lorraine and Alison for all their help. As I write our next
planned event as Ladies is for Tuesday 7th December at 7pm in Hollymount Hall for an
evening of craft, fun and savoury supper . We plan to have the fire lit and a warm welcome
is assured. Ladies please feel free to contact me at any stage – more than happy to meet
up for a chat and would welcome any suggestions. Lynda 07784272387

Ladies’ Festive Fun Night
Tuesday 7th December at 7pm
Hollymount Hall

Book your place with Lynda, Gerry, Lorraine or Alison

Men’s Breakfast

We are very excited that our first Men’s Breakfast since the
lockdown has been arranged for Saturday 4th December in the St
Patrick Centre.

A Men’s Breakfast was one of the first events cancelled in the March
2020 lockdown, and we are blessed that the speaker we had booked
is available this time round.
The Revd Owen Patterson is the Minister of Downpatrick and Ardglass Presbyterian
Churches; he is also presently the Convenor in Clough and Seaforde during their vacancy.
Owen is also Chaplain in the Down Hospital. Do pelase come along, as it is certain you’ll
enjoy what you hear!
Men’s Breakfast with Revd Owen Patterson
Saturday 4th December
9.30 for 10am in the St Patrick Centre
Cost £5 – book with Henry or Adrian

To join the LAMP mailing list email admin@downcathedral.org
or telephone Down Cathedral: 02844614922

Dates for Advent and Christmas
These are the dates for special services –
you will find a full calendar for Sunday Services elsewhere in the booklet.
Evening Prayer (Mon – Fri at 5pm), Healing Prayer (1pm on Fri 3 December)
and Holy Communion on Thursday at 10am will continue through Advent.
SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER: ADVENT SUNDAY
11am
Down Parish
Advent Service of the Word
Killough
Advent Holy Communion
Ballyculter
Advent Holy Communion
3.30pm
Cathedral
Advent Carol Service
Join us for Lessons and Carols to begin the Season of Advent
6pm

Tyrella

Advent Holy Communion

THURSDAY 2ND DECEMBER
7.30PM
Cathedral
A Ceremony of Carols
An ethereal and atmospheric programme of music for Advent and Christmas performed by
the female voices of the Ulster Consort. The concert will feature music by Rutter, Britten
and others. Tickets are £12 available on Eventbrite or at the door.
FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER
6.45pm
Hollymount
SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER
9.30 for 10 am
St Patrick Centre
10.30am - 1pm

Cathedral

TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER
7pm
Hollymount Hall

Christmas Tree Lighting

Men’s Breakfast
with Revd Owen Patterson (booking required)
Open Morning

Ladies’ Festive Evening (booking required)

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER
7.30pm
Lakeside Inn
Carols by the Lake
We look forward to returning to the Lakeside Inn this year for some Christmas cheer as
we hear the Nativity Story and sing Carols together.

SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER: THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
2pm
Seaforde
Family Nativity Trail
Join us for a family friendly walk around the Seaforde trail (beside the Church) before
returning to the Church for Carols and Refreshments.
6pm
Down Parish
Remembering our Loved Ones at Christmas
Our annual service where we have quiet and space to make time to remember those whom
we love but who are no longer with us. This service will include carols, readings and an
opportunity to pray silently for oneself and, if you wish, to light a candle or leave a
personally written prayer at the cross.
THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER
7pm
Strangford Square
Carols in the Square
As we are unable to hold our large cross-community Carol Service indoors, this event
provides an opportunity to join in singing carols together outdoors.
SUNDAY 19TH DECEMBER: THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11am
Ardglass
Carol Service
Bright
Carol Service
11.30am

Cathedral
Ballee
Rathmullan

Holy Communion
Carol Service
Carol Service

3pm

Ballyculter

Carol Service

4pm

Hollymount
Tyrella

Carol Service
Carol Service

5pm

Saul

Carol Service

5.30pm

Down Parish

Carol Service

7pm

St Macartan’s

United Carols

WEDNESDAY 22ND DECEMBER
6.30pm
St Anne’s Killough
Family Carol Service
The Annual Family Christmas Celebration for the Killough Children’s Ministry is happening
in the Church building this year. Join us for contemporary carols, and all age talk and lots
of good fun!
THURSDAY 23RD DECEMBER
5.45pm
Down Parish
All Age Christingle Service
We are excited that our Christingle Service can return this year. We look forward to
welcoming people of all ages. This year, we will be building our Christingles together as
part of the service. Come along – on your own or with others and whether young or young
at heart!

FRIDAY 24TH DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS EVE
5.30pm
Cathedral

Lessons and Carols for the whole Community

8pm

Cathedral

Lessons and Carols for the whole Community

11.30pm

Down Parish
Seaforde
Bright

Midnight Communion
Midnight Communion
Midnight Communion

SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS DAY
8.30am
Old Court
Killough

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

9.30am

Saul
Rathmullan

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

10am

Ardglass
Hollymount

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

11am

Cathedral
Ballyculter
Ballee

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

SUNDAY 26TH DECEMBER: ST STEPHEN’S DAY
10am
Down Cathedral

Holy Communion

SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY 2022: CHRISTMAS 2
9.30am
Down Parish

Service of the Word

10am

Saul
Hollymount
Kilclief

Holy Communion
Service of the Word
Holy Communion

11am

Seaforde
Dunsford

Service of the Word
Holy Communion

11.30am

Cathedral
Killough

Holy Communion
Service of the Word

6pm

Tyrella

Evening Prayer

Reading the Bible in Advent
Elsewhere in this magazine, you’ll find readings for the season of Advent and a note about
our Pilgrim Bible Studies, taken from one of the daily lectionaries used by the Church of
Ireland. Advent, like Lent, was historically a season of denial and self-discipline during
which Christians would set aside extra time to focus on their faith journey in advance of
the major Festival of Christmas.
Bible reading is an important part of the life of each Christian. You might find it especially
valuable to find time during a season that was once quiet and contemplative and has
become increasingly frenetic.
There are lots of places you can go for help in reading the Bible. If you have
a tablet or a smartphone, there’s an app called ‘Bible in One Year’ that
provides readings for every day of the year – you can listen to them or read
them.
The Bible Society Northern Ireland has lots of resources to
support Bible Reading on its website, and they also focus on
getting the Bible (and the means to understand it) into the
hands of those who don’t have the same access and freedom
that we do.
If you’d like help with reading your Bible going into 2022, please feel free to get in touch
with one of the Ministry Team. We would be very happy to organise some Bible Reading
Notes for you. There are usually some spare sets available in the Cathedral, and some
Parishes have named individuals who organise Study Notes periodically.
The Bible Reading Fellowship has produced a book of bible reflections with one for each
day of the year – one of the contributors is our very own Dean Henry! If you’d like a copy
of this book, Henry is able to get you a discounted copy – please get in touch with him
directly.
As a ministry team, can we encourage you to try and find a few minutes each day during
Advent to spend time with God in his Word?
Here are a few things you can do as you try and read the Bible:
• Find a quiet space
• Pray and ask God to help you understand what you are about to read and ask that
He might speak to you
• Read through the passage slowly, twice
• Then if a phrase, a thought, or an idea has stood out from what you have read take
a few minutes to think about it
• Ask God if he is speaking to you about anything through what you have read
• Finish by praying the Advent Collect and Lord’s Prayer
Bible passages for each day in Advent can be found overleaf

Advent Sunday
Monday 29th
Tuesday 30th
Wednesday 1st
Thursday 2nd
Friday 3rd
Saturday 4th

Luke 21 : 25 – 36
Matthew 8 : 5 – 11
Matthew 4 : 18 – 22
Matthew 15 : 29 - 37
Matthew 7 : 24 - 37
Matthew 9 : 27 - 31
Matthew 9 : 35 – 10 :1

2nd Sunday of Advent
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Saturday 11th

Luke 3 : 1 - 6
Mark 10 : 15 - 16
Matthew 18 : 12 - 14
Luke 1 : 26 - 28
Matthew 11 : 11 - 15
Matthew 11 : 16 - 19
Matthew 17 : 10 - 13

3rd Sunday of Advent
Monday 13th
Tuesday 14th
Wednesday 15th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
Saturday 18th

Luke 3 : 10 - 18
Luke 11 : 33 - 36
Luke 12 : 32 - 34
Luke 7 : 18 - 23
Luke 7 : 24 – 30
Matthew 1 : 1 – 17
Matthew 1 : 18 - 25

4th Sunday of Advent
Monday 20th
Tuesday 21st
Wednesday 22nd
Thursday 23rd
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Luke 1 : 39 - 45
Luke 1 : 26 - 38
Luke 1 : 39 – 45
Luke 1 : 46 – 56
Luke 1 : 37 – 66
Luke 1 : 67 – 79
John 1 : 1 – 18

