
Lecale Rectory, 9 Quoile Road, Downpatrick, BT30 6SE 
Telephone 028 4461 3101 

 
Dear Friends 
 
I am writing once again to all our parishioners with the latest update on the reopening of 
churches for public worship. 
 
You will have heard that the NI Executive has given permission, under certain 
circumstances, for churches to reopen for public worship from 29th June. As a clergy team 
we have been in consultation with Bishop David and we have received guidance to help us 
from the House of Bishops and our Diocese. 
 
We are really looking forward to commencing public worship and welcoming you back to 
church.  
 
Whilst we are getting ready to offer some services from 5th July there are a number of 
important things we have to share with you in advance. 
 
We know that many of our congregation have been shielding and for those who have 
received letters from your doctor we would urge you to continue to follow the medical advice 
and not return to church until after 31st July. Others of you may still feel uncertain about the 
wisdom of immediately coming into a public indoor space, that is perfectly understandable. 
No one should feel under any pressure that to attend until they feel comfortable and able to 
do so and anyone feeling unwell or with any Covid symptoms should not come to church. 
 
The second important thing we need to communicate is that this return to worship will be 
gradual. Whilst we wish to, and ultimately will offer worship in all our church buildings, it will 
not happen immediately. There are many factors we have had to bear in mind and this has 
been discussed at length with our Bishop and shared with our Church Wardens. The return 
to worship will be on a phased basis beginning with some of the larger church buildings first. 
We also will adopt a different pattern of service times in the summer period spreading 
services across the day. This pattern will be kept under review in the opening weeks but our 
goal is to eventually return to a “normal” pattern of services in due course. 
 
As we return to church we also need to stress that church worship will not be just like it was 
back in February / early March. The whole of life has changed and will continue to change. 
Going to the shops is different, as is going to the doctors or hospital. School life and work 
environments have changed; even cafes and restaurants when they open will function 
differently and likewise with church. 
 
Here are a number of things we need to alert you to. 
 

• As part of the Covid tracing rules Churchwardens will keep a list of attendees 
each Sunday, in case someone later presents with symptoms. 

• Everywhere will be cleaned in advance of a service; Hand sanitizer will be 
available for everyone coming in and we would ask you to touch as few surfaces 
as possible. 



• All non-essential items will have been removed incl hymnbooks, prayer books, 
kneelers, and seat mats but you may bring your own prayer book or cushion 

• We regret that we cannot congregate for long periods outside church buildings 
before or after services and we are unable to provide tea/ coffee/ refreshments. 

• Again, as we have to follow the social distancing guidelines in place at this time, 
it will mean only one person per pew – apart for families / households who can 
sit together. 

• We are encouraged to fill the church from the front (some pews will be closed 
off) – please follow the directions of the wardens and we are sorry it that means 
in the short term you are unable sit in your traditional seat. 

• Offerings should be deposited into clearly marked receptacles on the way out 
• Again, to protect social distancing etc we should leave by the rear pews first. 
• In churches, where there are toilets, they will be closed apart from in an 

emergency. 
• Initially, it is unlikely that there will be congregational singing but it may be 

possible to incorporate music in other ways 
• In services of Holy Communion, under the present directives, we can only offer 

communion in one kind i.e. bread. Please come forward in a line and receive 
standing from the clergy – we cannot stand or kneel at the communion rail. 

• Face coverings are not a requirement at present.  Individuals who wish should 
feel comfortable to wear a face covering. 
 

We know some of the above directives means that church will “feel’ slightly different but 
these guidelines are to protect everyone from further infection and we must adhere to them. 
We will continue to respond to any further guidance, either from the Executive or our 
Diocese and we will keep all that we are doing under review and will make changes as we 
are able. 
 
The pattern of services for the first two weeks will be as follows : 
  
Sunday 5th July     Sunday 12th July 
       9.00 Holy Communion Down Parish 
11.00 Holy Communion Down Cathedral * 11.00 Holy Communion Down Cathedral * 
3.00 Service of the Word Ballyculter  3.00 Service of the Word Seaforde 
6.00 Service of the Word Killough   6.00 Evening Prayer Ardglass 
 
*This service will be broadcast on the webcam 
We will also consider offering in the coming weeks a mid week service in some of our 
smaller church buildings. 
 
We do hope you understand that all these guidelines are to help prevent anyone being 
infected by this virus and we long and pray for a time when much of what we regard as 
normal church life will be able to resume. 
 
Every blessing 
 
 
 
 
Very Rev Henry Hull 
 


