
 
 

Dear Friends 

We continue to live in these days when very little is certain and planning ahead 
in all walks of life is exceedingly difficult. 

Not only are we going through a time of change in LAMP with Scott having moved to 
Newry and Rev Michael Houston retiring from active service among us  but we are trying 
to plan for Harvests and beyond yet with an awareness that all could easily have to 
change again !! 

We are continuing with our pattern of services for the next number of weeks.  
We have planned dates for Harvest services although the form of them will be different 
from previous years.  

We are also planning for shorter delayed Easter / General Vestries.  These days teach us 
to keep our trust in the Lord and to know that in Him is our only sense of true security 
and peace. 

Every blessing 

Harvest Services 
We have planned dates for Harvest Services around LAMP this year, as you will 
see in the rota overleaf.  Some of the times and dates will be different from 
previous years and the form of the services will be significantly different 
because of the current limitations.  We will not be able to sing all of the Harvest 
Hymns we are used to, although we hope that music can still be part of the 
services.  There will be no Harvest Suppers or refreshments linked to services.  
And, most obviously, with the limitation on numbers in our Churches to allow 
for social distancing we will have to limit the services to the immediate Church 
family.  For the most part it will not be possible to visit each other’s Harvest 
Services this year.  We are sorry and disappointed that we face this situation, 
but that does not mean that we have any less reason to come together as far 
as we are able to thank God for ‘all good gifts around us’. 
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Face Masks 
Are required to be worn 

at services in LAMP 
unless you have an 
exemption.  Clergy 

leading services do not 
require masks. 

Online Worship in 
LAMP 

Here is the new link for the 
Cathedral Webcam: 

www.churchservices.tv/
downcathedral 

Services on: Sun. at 11am 
Thursday at 10am . 
Weekdays at 5pm 

 

Triennial LAMP Meeting 
As this is a ‘Triennial’ Year, we must appoint Parochial Nominators and 
representatives to the Diocesan Synod for LAMP.  As these are now 
representative of the whole of LAMP, and not individual Parishes or groups, 
we will hold a meeting which all the registered Vestrypersons from across 
LAMP (ie from every Church) are invited to attend.  The meeting will be to 
elect Parochial Nominators and Diocesan Synod Representatives. 
 

LAMP Triennial Election of Parochial Nominators and Synod Reps 
Wednesday 7th October at 8pm in Down Parish Church. 

http://www.churchservices.tv/downcathedral
http://www.churchservices.tv/downcathedral


 
 

 

 

  

Youth and Children’s Ministry 
Our Diocese has provided guidelines about the resumption of Youth and 
Children’s Ministry in Churches.  As you can imagine, these are quite 
detailed and require considerable work in the Parishes around risk 
assessment and so on.  We will be working through these during September 
and we hope that Youth and Children’s Ministry can resume as soon as 
possible – maybe even in October. 

Similar risk assessment will be happening before any other groups meet, 
including outside users of our facilities. 

Are you being called to Ministry as a Reader? 
You may have heard the term ‘lay reader’ before and you will be aware of people in 
our team like Margaret Orr and Rosie Armstrong-Woodroffe who are referred to as 
readers.  A reader is a lay person who is licensed by the Bishop for a particular 
ministry leading and assisting with worship in Parishes.  There are two types of 
reader: Parish Reader and Diocesan Reader (Diocesan Readers are what most people 
mean when they refer to ‘lay readers’).   

Parish Readers are trained and authorised to help lead services in their local parish.  
Diocesan Readers are trained and authorised to help lead services and also to preach. 
Over the next months, the Diocese will be seeking to recruit a new cohort of both 
Parish Readers and Diocesan Readers.  The Parish Reader training will take place in 
over six Tuesday evenings from January – March 2021, while selection for Diocesan 
Readers will be taking place in this Autumn term, and training will commence in 
November.  The training for Diocesan Readers is lengthier and more involved, and 
there is a financial cost (although there is support from the Diocese). 

We would encourage you to prayerfully consider whether you might be being called 
to ministry alongside the team here in LAMP as either a Parish Reader or as a 
Diocesan/Lay Reader.  If you would like to find out more about either, please speak 
to any of the clergy.  Revd Adrian is involved in the training of both Parish and 
Diocesan Readers in Down and Dromore so he knows a lot of the detail of the 
programme. 

These ministries are really important in the life of the Church at large, but especially 
for us here in LAMP. Many of you will be able to testify to the blessing of readers who 
have ministered in our parishes over many years. 



 
 

 General Vestries 
We were unable to hold our annual Easter Vestries this year and, for the most part, 
Parishes haven’t had any regular Select Vestry meetings.  It had been hoped that folks 
could simply remain in office until next year.  However, Charity Law and the Constitution 
of the Church of Ireland require that we reschedule our 2020 annual meetings and the 
Diocese has directed us to hold these meetings at the beginning of October.  We are under 
pressure to fit all of the meetings for LAMP into a such a short period of time but it is 
anticipated that for most the meeting agenda would simply be to elect the Select Vestry 
and receive the annual accounts.  We would intend to hold Select Vestry meetings as 
necessary between now and the end of November. 

In order to fit all the meetings into the time frame, we intend to hold ‘back to back’ 
meetings in single locations.  The exact times and locations are yet to be confirmed, but 
the dates for the meetings are as follows: 

Wednesday 30th Sept:  Hollymount 

Thursday 1st Oct*:  Saul/Ballyculter & Kilclief 
     Seaforde/Ballee/Down 

Tuesday 6th October*:  Ardglass&Dunsford/Bright 
     Rathmullan/Tyrella/Killough 

Sunday 11th October:  Cathedral AGM 
 
*on these dates, Henry and Adrian will be conducting simultaneous meetings at different 
locations. 

Hospitals and Nursing Homes 
As you will know, both hospitals and nursing homes are being understandably cautious 
and restrictive around who is allowed to visit patients and residents.  At present, clergy 
are NOT permitted to casually call at hospitals – we can only visit if we become one of a 
patient’s nominated visitors.  Please let us know if anyone is in hospital and if they would 
like to nominate us to visit them.   

Although we are unable to return to routine visiting in homes just now, with precautions 
it is possible to arrange home visits where necessary.  If you would like to arrange a home 
visit, do please get in touch: 

DEAN HENRY HULL: 02844613101 
henryhull@downcathedral.org 

REVD ADRIAN DORRIAN: 07789289724 
revadriandorrian@icloud.com 

REVD JULIE BELL: 07973840628 

REVD JOHN SCOTT: 07761837112 

REVD GRAHAM SAVIDGE: 02844842308 

 


